
 

 

Genetically Modified (GM) Trees Threaten Indigenous Peoples, 
Local Communities, and Biodiversity 
Brazil’s GM trees Are a Direct Attack on the CBD’s Authority  

 

Genetically modified (GM) trees are 
manufactured by corporations to grow faster, 
survive herbicides, kill insects, resist rotting, 
and offset carbon. They claim they are for the 
so-called “bioeconomy” and are a “green” 
climate and nature-based solution.  

But GM trees pose major risks to biodiversity, 
and to the lands, livelihoods, and cultures of 
Indigenous Peoples and local communities. 

Brazil has approved several GM eucalyptus 
trees for industrial planting. This goes against 
the CBD’s Decision IX/5 (2008) which calls for a 
precautionary approach to GM trees. 

Governments must pressure Brazil to abide 
by the CBD’s de facto GM tree moratorium. 
They must defend peoples’ rights, protect 
biodiversity and stop the use of GM trees.

 

Risks to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities  

● Human Rights Violations: The release of GM trees threatens the rights of Indigenous Peoples 
as enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIPs), especially 
the right to free, prior, and informed consent and to land and territories; as well as the rights 
of local communities. 

● Land Dispossession: Expansion of industrial tree plantations often occurs on the territories of 
Indigenous Peoples and local communities, displacing people and violating their sovereignty. 

● Genetic Contamination: Once released into the environment, GM tree pollen and seeds can 
travel many miles, irreversibly contaminating native forests that are critical to cultural, 
subsistence, and spiritual practices. 

● Repression and Conflict: Communities resisting tree plantations often face surveillance, 
criminalization and violence. 

● Poison: GM trees are being modified to tolerate agrotoxins like glyphosate, which could be 
sprayed from airplanes, helicopters or drones, poisoning air, water, and nearby communities. 

 

Corporations market GM tree plantations as solutions to climate change and tools for 
carbon offsetting and REDD forest carbon projects. However, evidence shows that: 

● Tree plantations destroy native ecosystems, displace Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities, disrupt soil, worsen water scarcity, and release more carbon than they store.  

● GM trees modified to tolerate agrotoxins like glyphosate will require large inputs of 
agrochemicals, increasing pollution and poisoning air, water and communities.  

● GM eucalyptus and pine trees can rapidly dry up ground water and, in combination with 
heat waves and droughts, lead to massive deadly wildfires and more emissions. 

● GM trees modified to kill insects will also kill non-target insects including pollinators and 
disrupt livelihoods that rely on pollinators, such as honey producers and farmers.   



 

 

 

 

OUR DEMANDS 
Immediate bans on GE trees are essential to safeguard forests, human rights, and climate 
integrity. The risks of GM trees to forests, biological diversity and ecosystem functions, as well as the 
potential for adverse socio-cultural impacts to Indigenous Peoples and local communities, must be 
recognized. 
 

1 / Ensure Parties abide by the CBD’s 2008 decision for a precautionary approach to GM trees: 
Under CBD Decision IX/5 (2008), Parties should not permit the commercial release of GM trees until 
independent long-term, full life-cycle risk assessments conclusively prove that the trees will not 
harm forest biological diversity and ecosystem functions, nor the well-being of Indigenous Peoples 
and local communities. Such studies do not exist. Parties to the CBD should fully implement Decision 
IX/5 (2008) and take a precautionary approach to GM trees. Failure to regulate GM trees undermines 
the CBD’s authority and credibility on other critical issues.  

2 / Demand Brazil cancel its legalization of GM eucalyptus trees for commercial planting: Brazil has 
gone against the CBD’s de facto moratorium by approving GM eucalyptus trees for commercial 
production. This threatens to open the door to the large-scale release of GM eucalyptus and the 
approval of other GM trees, such as GM pine and poplar, around the world. 100+ organizations from 
more than 30 countries support this demand: https://stopgetrees.org/open-letter 

3 / Ban commercialization: Prohibit GM tree commercialization and large-scale field trials within 
national territories.  

4/ Protect Indigenous Peoples’ Rights: Implement free, prior and informed consent and respect 
Indigenous governance systems in all decisions related to GM trees. Ensure decisions comply with 
UNDRIPs, Convention 169 of the ILO, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
and related treaties. 

5/ Support community-based forest protection and ecosystem restoration: This has proven to be 
the most effective way to protect intact ecosystems and their biodiversity.  

6/ Ban GM trees from REDD projects and forest carbon offset scams: Massive-scale and fast 
growing GM tree plantations are being promoted as a “carbon dioxide removal” (CDR) 
geoengineering scheme, funded by corporations like Microsoft and Apple. However, these false 
solutions to climate change will replace carbon and biodiversity-rich native forests and create 
devastating impacts for the peoples who rely on these forests. 
   

EMAIL:   Endorse the demands:  
GETrees@globaljusticeecology.org    
MEDIA ENQUIRIES:  
steve@globaljusticeecology.org                
WEBSITE: 
Stopgetrees.org                                                      
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